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Key international commitments and statements relating
to HIV prevention for girls and young women

1948

1962

1979

1989

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1994
Ground-breaking Declaration, laying the foundations

for future human rights treaties by the United

Nations. Preamble and 30 Articles commit to

protecting a broad range of social, cultural,

economic and political rights for all people.

For more information:

www.un.org/Overview/rights.html

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum
Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages
Ten Articles promoting the right to marriage and the
free and full consent of both parties. Also requesting
States to set a minimum age for marriage.

For more information:
www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/63.htm

United Nations Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 1994
(CEDAW)
Preamble and 30 articles defining what constitutes
discrimination against women and set up agenda for
national action to end such discrimination. Only
human rights treaty to affirm the reproductive rights
of women and target culture and tradition as
influential forces shaping gender roles and family
relations.
For more information:
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/index.html
1995
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
Fifty-four articles and two Optional Protocols
providing a set of non-negotiable standards and
obligations. Spelling out the basic human rights that
children everywhere have to survival; develop to the
fullest; protection from harmful influences, abuse
and exploitation; and participate fully in family,
cultural and social life. Promotes four core principles:
non-discrimination; devotion to the best interests of
the child; the right to life, survival and development;
and respect for the views of the child. 2000
For more information:
www.unicef.org/crc/

International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD) Programme of Action
Sixteen chapters agreeing that population and
development are inextricably linked and that
empowering women and meeting people’s needs for
education and health, including reproductive health,
are necessary for individual advancement and
balanced development. Twenty-year Programme of
Action focuses on individuals’ needs and rights.
Goals focus on providing universal education;
reducing infant, child and maternal mortality;
ensuring universal access by 2015 to reproductive
health care, including family planning and assisted
childbirth; and prevention of sexually transmitted
infections, including HIV.

For more information:
www.unfpa.org/icpd/summary.htm

Paris AIDS Summit Declaration/the Greater
Involvement of People Living with HIV and
AIDS (GIPA) Principle

Committing to developing and supporting
structures, policies and programmes to reduce
stigma and discrimination and break down barriers
of fear and prejudice — by the greater involvement of
people living with HIV and AIDS in the response.

For more information:
www.ecpp.co.uk/parisdeclaration.htm

Beijing Declaration/Platform for Action, Fourth
World Conference on Women

Thirty-eight paragraphs, plus Platform for Action,
agreeing that the human rights of women include
the right to decide freely and responsibly on matters
related to their own sexuality and recognizing that
social vulnerability and unequal power relations
block efforts to control the spread of HIV.

For more information:
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/index.html

United Nations Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs)

Eight goals with target date of 2015 forming a
blueprint agreed to by all the world’s countries and
leading development institutions. Include ‘promote
gender equality and empower women’ (goal 3); and
‘combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases’ (goal 6).
For more information:

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/



2001

2004

2004

United Nations Declaration of Commitment on 2005
HIV/AIDS, United Nations General Assembly

Special Session (UNGASS)

One hundred and two paragraphs acknowledging

the untold suffering caused by the HIV epidemic and
outlining the way to respond. Not legally binding,

but agrees on what should be done to fight HIV,

often with deadlines and some actions specifically

relating to women or young people. Promotes

attention to the importance of gender equality and

women’'s empowerment; youth and gender-sensitive

services; and the involvement of people living with 2006
HIV.

For more information:
www.unaids.org/en/Goals/lUNGASS/default.asp

Glion Call to Action on Family Planning and
HIV/AIDS in Women and Children

Focusing on the linkage between family planning
and the prevention of mother-to-child transmission.
Based on the consensus achieved at the International
Conference on Population and Development,
acknowledgement of the rights of women to decide
freely on matters related to their sexuality and the 2006
need to improve access to services. Encourages
policies, programmes and interventions that promote
gender equity and prioritize poor and under-served
populations.

For more information:
www.unfpa.org/publications/detail.cfm?ID=199&
filterListType=

New York Call to Commitment: Linking
HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive Health
Thirteen paragraphs focusing on linking HIV and
sexual and reproductive health at all levels, including
policy and programmes. Includes commitment to
making HIV and sexual and reproductive health
services youth-friendly and gender-sensitive; reaching
marginalized populations; providing an ‘essential
package’ of services; and involving people living with
HIV in the design, governance and delivery of
initiatives.

For more information:
www.unfpa.org/publications/detail.cfm?ID=195
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World Summit

One hundred and seventy-eight paragraphs,
resulting from largest gathering of world leaders.
Commits, among other measures, to the scale up of
HIV prevention, treatment and care; and promotion
of gender equality and empowerment of women.
Subsequently reviewed in consultations in over 100
countries.

For more information:

www.un.org/summit2005/

Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS, High Level
Meeting, New York

Reaffirming commitment to full implementation of
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (2001) in
coming years. Commits to areas such as integration
of HIV and sexual and reproductive health;
promotion of youth-friendly services; and
involvement of people living with HIV and ‘key
populations’.

For more information:
Www.un.org/ga/aidsmeeting2006/

International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and
Human Rights (Consolidated Version)

The Office of the United Nations High Commission
for Human Rights and UNAIDS published the
International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human
Rights in 1998 as a tool for States in designing,
co-ordinating and implementing effective national
HIV/AIDS policies and strategies. The Guidelines were
drafted by experts at an international consultation in
1996 and provide the framework for a rights-based
response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic by outlining how
human rights standards apply in the context of
HIV/AIDS and translating them into practical
measures that should be undertaken at the national
level.

For more information:
www.ohchr.org/english/issues/hiv/guidelines.htm
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Examples of resources

Examples of resources on HIV prevention for girls and
young women

Report Cards on HIV Prevention for Girls and Young
Women: Cambodia, China, Jamaica, Malawi,
Mozambique, Nigeria, the Philippines, Thailand and
Uganda

IPPF, UNFPA, Young Positives and GCWA, 2006

Keeping the Promise: An Agenda for Action on Women
and AIDS
GCWA, 2006

Ending Child Marriage: A Guide for Global Policy Action
IPPF, Young Positives and GCWA, 2006

Change, Choice and Power: Young Women, Livelihoods
and HIV Prevention
IPPF, UNFPA and Young Positives, 2007

Integrating Voluntary Counselling and Testing: Guidelines
for Programme Planners, Managers and Service Providers
IPPF, 2006

Women and Girls Living with HIV: Overview and
Annotated Bibliography
BRIDGE, IDS and ICW, 2007

Sexual and Reproductive Health of HIV Positive Women
and Adolescent Girls: A Dialogue on Rights, Policies and
Services

EngenderHealth, Harvard University, ICW, Ipas and UNFPA,
2006

Integration Between Sexual and Reproductive Health and
HIV and AIDS and Malaria: Opportunities and Strategic
Options for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and
Malaria: Discussion Piece

IPPF, Population Action International, International
HIV/AIDS Alliance, Global AIDS Alliance and Interact
Worldwide, 2006

Ending Violence Against Women: Programming for
Prevention, Protection and Care
UNFPA, 2007

Empowering Young Women to Lead Change: A Training
Manual
UNFPA and World YWCA, 2006

Meeting the Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs of
People Living with HIV, In Brief: 2006 Series, No 6
Guttmacher Institute, UNAIDS, UNFPA, WHO,
EngenderHealth, IPPF, ICW and GNP+, 2006

Ensuring Sexual and Reproductive Health for People
Living with HIV

Reproductive Health Matters, 15(29) Supplement 1, pp.
1-135, May 2007

Sexual and Reproductive Health of Women Living with
HIV/AIDS — Guidelines on Care, Treatment and Support
for Women Living with HIV/AIDS and their Children in
Resource-constrained Settings

WHO and UNFPA, 2006

Female Condom: A Powerful Tool for Protection
UNFPA and PATH, 2006

Models of Care Project: Linking HIV/AIDS Treatment, Care
and Support in Sexual and Reproductive Health Care
Settings

IPPF and GTZ, 2005

Sexual and Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS: A
Framework for Priority Linkages
IPPF, WHO, UNFPA and UNAIDS, 2005

Position Statement on Condoms and HIV Prevention
UNAIDS, UNFPA and WHO, 2004

Preventing HIV/AIDS in Young People: A Systematic
Review of the Evidence from Developing Countries
UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNFPA and WHO, 2006

Resource Pack on Gender and HIV/AIDS
UNAIDS Inter-Agency Task Team on Gender and HIV/AIDS,
2006

Intensifying HIV Prevention: UNAIDS Policy Position Paper
UNAIDS, 2005

From Micro-finance to Macro Change, Integrating Health
Education and Micro-finance to Empower Women and
Reduce Poverty

Microcredit Summit Campaign and UNFPA, 2005

Renewing Our Voice: Code of Good Practice for NGOs
Responding to HIV/AIDS
IFRC et al, 2004

Examples of resources on advocacy

Advocacy in Action: A Toolkit to Support NGOs and CBOs
Responding to HIV/AIDS

International HIV/AIDS Alliance and ICASO, 2002

Moments in Time: HIV/AIDS Advocacy Stories
The POLICY Project, 2003

Networking for Policy Change: An Advocacy Training
Manual
The POLICY Project, 1999

Gender, Reproductive Health and Advocacy: A Trainer’s
Manual
CEDPA, 2000
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